Fall site visit 
lamar, COLORADO
October 21-22, 2026

Site Visit Location – May Ranch
Wednesday, October 21
	Time
	Item
	Locations

	6:00pm-8:00pm
	Board & Staff Dinner at the May Ranch House
	Address: 
39818 Couny Road 7, Lamar

	
	Check into Cow Palace Inn, before or after dinner 
	Address: 1301 N Main St. 


Thursday, October 22
	Time
	Item
	Locations - Partners

	
	Breakfast on your own 
	

	8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
	Meet at May Ranch Shop
Address: 11919 County Road MM, Lamar
Tour of May Ranch with CPW and Partners:
· Stoney Point
· The Sand Creek Crossing 
· The Sub Station

	Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
Colorado Cattlemen’s Association 
Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
Ducks Unlimited



	12:30pm-2:00pm
	Lunch by Tres Jefes Food Truck 
	CPW Area Office
Address: 2500 S Main St.

	2:30pm- ~4:00pm
	Ferret Release at Fort Lyon Basin 
Meet at May Ranch Shop 
	May Ranch Shop
Address: 
11919 County Road MM, Lamar



Site Visit Background Information – 
Black-footed Ferret Conservation
Black-footed ferrets are listed as endangered by both the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Colorado Parks and Wildlife and are widely considered the most endangered mammal in North America. They are the only ferret species native to North America and depend heavily on prairie dog colonies for both food and shelter, spending much of their lives in prairie dog burrows. Once thought to be extinct, the species was rediscovered in Wyoming in 1981, and the surviving animals became the foundation for captive breeding and recovery efforts. In Colorado, black-footed ferrets had been absent since the early 1940s before recent reintroduction efforts began.
Today, Colorado plays an important role in black-footed ferret recovery. The state now includes six reintroduction sites, reflecting the scale of Colorado’s contribution to recovery efforts across the West. Recent work in southeastern Colorado has included large-scale releases, intensive prairie dog habitat management, and expanded plague mitigation efforts to improve conditions for ferrets and the colonies they rely on. These efforts build on decades of coordination among CPW, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, private landowners, conservation organizations, and other partners.
Despite this progress, establishing a self-sustaining wild population remains challenging. Black-footed ferrets continue to face threats related to prairie dog declines, disease, and post-release survival. Their recovery depends on sustained monitoring, habitat conservation, and adaptive management. In Colorado, this work includes prairie dog conservation, plague management, release and post-release monitoring, and research to better understand survival and mortality following reintroduction. Because ferrets are a prairie grassland species closely tied to prairie dog ecosystems, conservation actions that benefit ferrets also support a broader range of grassland wildlife.


GOCO Investment in CPW Species Conservation
Great Outdoors Colorado supports CPW’s species conservation work through its annual Investment Proposal, specifically through funding allocations dedicated toward the wildlife heritage objective. Over the past five years, that support has averaged approximately $5.4 million annually and will increase to $6.7 million in FY2026-27 to reflect CPW’s expanded authority to manage and protect rare plants and invertebrates. Total funding has increased by over 56% since 2021, supporting key agency programs, including Threatened and Endangered Species Conservation, Native Species Conservation, and the Propagation of Aquatic Species at Risk.
These investments enable CPW to monitor wildlife populations, assess population trends, determine distribution patterns, conduct habitat restoration and species reintroductions, and partner with federal agencies, local governments, nonprofit organizations, and private landowners to implement conservation and recovery plans for at-risk species across Colorado. This work is critical to preventing additional federal threatened or endangered species listings, supporting recovery goals, and maintaining Colorado’s ability to proactively manage its wildlife resources.
More recently, GOCO has directly supported black-footed ferret conservation through the Director's Innovation Fund grant program, awarding $35,000 to support research on cause-specific mortality related to ferret predation.
May Ranch 
We are pleased to be hosted by Board member Brenda May and her family for this site visit. The visit will begin Wednesday evening with a board and staff dinner at the ranch at 6:00 p.m. On Thursday, participants will join Brenda May, her husband Dallas, Jonathan Reitz, CPW Wildlife Biologist, and select partners for a tour of the ranch to learn about the unique conservation practices the May family has incorporated into its operations. The visit will conclude with participation in the afternoon release of black-footed ferrets.
The May family has transformed its ranch near Lamar, Colorado, into a nationally recognized model of working-land conservation and restoration, demonstrating how ranching and ecological stewardship can thrive together. The ranch is guided by the belief that the land is an interconnected community of people, wildlife, water, and native grasslands. This long-term commitment to conservation earned the ranch the Leopold Conservation Award, one of the nation’s highest honors for private land stewardship.
Over the years, the family has partnered with conservation and wildlife organizations to restore streams, wetlands, and playas across the property, significantly improving water quality and wildlife habitat. Managed grazing practices, wildlife-friendly fencing, native tree plantings, and expanded water sources have helped sustain both livestock operations and biodiversity on the ranch. The ranch’s wetlands now provide critical habitat for migratory birds and other species in southeastern Colorado’s semi-arid landscape.
The Mays have also embraced innovative conservation practices that connect agricultural production with ecological outcomes. Their grass-fed cattle are certified through Audubon Conservation Ranching Program and marketed as “Raised on Bird Friendly Land,” reflecting the ranch’s commitment to healthy grasslands and wildlife habitat. The ranch also participates in a carbon sequestration program that monitors rangeland health and recognizes the value of storing carbon in native soils. Botanical surveys on the property have documented dozens of plant species previously unrecorded in the county, underscoring the ranch’s ecological significance.
To ensure these conservation values endure for future generations, the May family placed the ranch under a conservation easement in 2015 through Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust. By protecting the property from development pressure, the family has preserved an important landscape that supports agriculture, wildlife, and healthy ecosystems while serving as a powerful example of collaborative, landscape-scale conservation in Colorado.
Potential Community Participants: 
· Colorado Parks and Wildlife
· Colorado Cattlemen’s Association
· Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
· Ducks Unlimited
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· Bird Conservancy of the Rockies
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Dress Code: 
Wednesday, October 21
· For dinner: GOCO casual. Durable shoes (flip flops not recommended). 
Thursday, October 22 
· For site visit: Jeans, boots/durable shoes, hat, jacket

image1.jpg
———

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO




image2.jpg
2
\\\\%v,\\,em
N





